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It's the Hardest Job of All
Our Community Survey revealed that too many people still don't know how we
choose our partners. It's important for our donors and community to know
these difficult decisions are made by valuable volunteers, not by United Way
staff. Here is how it works:
1. Any interested nonprofit can apply for funding when our grant application
is open every three years. If they meet our screening criteria, their
application is accepted. These criteria include: serving one or more of
our three focus areas, being in our geographic footprint, and being a
nonprofit program or organization, even if they are not a 501(c)3.
2. Advancing applications are graded by volunteers from the communities
we serve. They are given a scoring rubric, and everything is done online.
Each application is scored by three different volunteers.
3. Applications scoring at least 75% are given a site visit. If they do not have
a location, they present to the volunteers on our Community Investment
Committee (CIC) and Board of Directors.
4. Our CIC meets to review all applications and scores. After lengthy,
heartfelt discussion, they recommend to our board of directors the
programs that should receive funding and the percentage of allocations
each should receive.
This is one of the most difficult and important volunteer opportunities we have,
and it is a time-consuming process. Currently, volunteers are reading and
scoring applications, and site visits won't begin until the end of March. We
won't announce our new partners until June, after Over The Edge.
Thank you, members of our CIC and board!

You can help us educate others.
Please share this newsletter and information!

Exploring Solutions
Now that our survey is complete, we are acting on the information by

researching solutions. We are exploring grant funding available to address
some of the top concerns: transportation, workforce development, programs
for youth, and help for seniors.
Many United Ways are making strides to alter revenue ratios to increase more
grant funding that will provide even more impact in the community. Stay tuned
as we research opportunities to help the people of Southeast Missouri!

Click here if you missed our survey report last month!

Go Over The Edge!
May 20, 2022, daring "Edgers" will rappel
147 feet down Towers South on the
Southeast Missouri State University
campus to raise funds for the United Way
network of partners.
Every day, people in our community face
their greatest fears: fear of abuse, fear of
food insecurity, fear of homelessness.
At United Way of Southeast Missouri, we
are prepared to face our fear of heights, to
help others conquer theirs.
Are you prepared to face yours?

If you want to experience the thrill
of the rappel, register now!
Register Here!

Want to help, but too nervous to go Over?
Check out our Volunteer Opportunities below!

Sponsor an Edger to receive a rappelling billboard!

Edger Sponsor $500+ (1 Per Edger)
Sponsor Receives:
Two tickets to our Over The Edge Celebration party
Recognition on your Edger’s fundraising page as Sponsor
Feature in UWSEMO social media

Your Edger will become a rappelling billboard wearing your logo and
thanking your business on the GoPro video your support helps them earn
Can include promotional material in Edger swag bags
Your company’s name listed on event day t-shirt
Edger Receives:
GoPro to record their rappel
Entry into special raffle only for Edgers who bring in an Edger Sponsor
$500 applied to their fundraising total above $1,000
Must still raise $1,000 through peers but will be recognized for
raising $1,500 with sponsorship included. There will also be a
grand prize for the top fundraiser!
Download Edger Sponsor Form (PDF)

Volunteer Opportunities
We have MANY volunteer opportunities for you to engage with UWSEMO, our
partners, and the community! Current options include:
Reading with a child through Read to Succeed
Helping others go Over The Edge as a Ropes Volunteer
Making new 2-legged and 4-legged friends through equestrian therapy
And MORE!
Over The Edge is Back, and We Need
Volunteers!
Help United Way of Southeast Missouri with our
biggest fundraiser of the year, Over The Edge, on
May 20, 2022!
There are many opportunities to help us with this
exciting event, including:
Event Coordinator Volunteer
General Volunteers (several positions)
Ropes Volunteers
Please visit our website for more information regarding volunteer position
duties. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Raechel
at raechel.reinitz@unitedwayofsemo.org.

Be the first to know about upcoming volunteer opportunities by visiting
our Volunteer with UWSEMO webpage and following us on Facebook.
You can also sign up for UWSEMO's new quarterly Volunteer Opportunities
newsletter and learn about upcoming one-time and recurring volunteer
opportunities offered by United Way of Southeast Missouri partners.
Indicate your volunteering preferences to help us continue improving our
volunteer database and tailor our communications to your needs.

Did you miss our latest volunteer newsletter?
That's okay! Volunteer opportunities are updated frequently on our website, so
be sure to check back often!

UWSEMO Funded Partners 2019-2022

Apple Project
Jackson Senior Center
Little Whitewater Baptist Church Food Pantry
Scott City Ministerial Alliance
Student Emergency Funds at regional public schools

Thank You 2021-22 Corporate Investors!

Because of your investment in UWSEMO, we are able to give98%
of an individual's donation directly to the programs we support!

Wood & Huston Bank

BioKyowa

Commerce Bank

Century Casino

Innovative Orthodontics
First State Community Bank

First Midwest Bank
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