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Happy Holidays from the UWSEMO Network!
As they often do, a social media game recently circulated to name the song or
album that sums up 2020. Many sprang to mind, but I have to show my age
and throw my mask in the ring for the Grateful Dead and "What a Long Strange
Trip It's Been!"

Absolutely no one could have predicted this year, one that has contained more
unbridled extremes between heartache and happiness than I can remember in
my many trips around the sun. Our partners and those we all serve have been
through more than many people realize. Our neighbors have lost jobs, homes,
even lives. We have shared some of those stories through the year, and now
we want to end the year with the positive power of the United Way network.
Raechel created a wonderful video we hope you will share with someone who
may not know anything about the impact of our network and the lives we are
changing with your help. Elizabeth Shelton, Executive Director UWSEMO

We appreciate you and wish all of you a healthy 2021
filled with the riches money can't buy.

Giving Tuesday Gives BIG!
Individual donors paired with corporate matches and some anonymous large
donations resulted in our Giving Tuesday Campaign raising $12,700!

https://youtu.be/XBoHZTS5wY0
https://cape-girardeau.pglocations.com/
https://www.ameren.com/missouri/
https://www.mondigroup.com/en/home/


Our Family Fun Basket was delivered to William Kuecker, which we
announced at the beginning of our Virtual Cooking Class. Bill is a dedicated
UWSEMO volunteer and oversees our campaign at Mondi. In the spirit of
Giving Tuesday, he is donating the basket to their United Way raffle! Thanks to
all of our businesses who contributed to the basket--the gift that keeps on
giving!

The Virtual Cooking Class went great! Being our first one, we did learn a lot
and we know what to change for the next time. We do hope there will be a next
time, and we are already making plans; stay tuned!

Thank you to everyone who made this our most successful
Giving Tuesday Campaign ever!

Help us Save Lives!

We are hosting a blood drive at the
American Red Cross donation center at 20
S. Mt. Auburn Road in Cape Girardeau on
January 21st from 12 PM - 6 PM. The
need remains critical!

All donated blood will be tested for COVID-
19 antibodies. The COVID-19 antibody test
is authorized by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) and may indicate if
the donor’s immune system has produced
antibodies to the coronavirus, regardless of
whether symptoms developed. The testing
does NOT diagnose the illness.



Sign up here:

$300 Charitable Deduction & Year-End Giving
Due to the CARES Act, this
year anyone can deduct up to
$300 for charitable gifts, even
if you file a standard return
and don't itemize.

Have you considered
donating stock or mutual
funds? When our donors
make a gift of stock, we sell it
at market price, and they
receive a tax benefit that can
include not paying capital

gains. Please consider giving to UWSEMO for your year-end giving. We are eager to
talk to you about the options that may help your tax return while helping the people
of Southeast Missouri. Contact Elizabeth Shelton, Executive Director, for more
information.

Make a Year-end Donation

If you have been giving to United Way, please be sure your
family members know about your commitment to

UWSEMO to carry on your legacy of giving.

Free Plastic Bags

Does your business or organization use plastic bags? The Boy Scouts of America has
THOUSANDS of plastic bags they are giving away. These bags were to be used for the
Scouting for Food drive in November, which had to be modified due to COVID-19. Bags

mailto:elizabeth.shelton@unitedwayofsemo.org
https://www.unitedwayofsemo.org/Giving Tuesday.aspx#donate


are blue with a lot of information on them, available in boxes of 1,000. Pick up any time
Monday-Friday, 9:30 am- 4:30 pm at the Ritter Service Center, 3000 Gordonville Road,
Cape Girardeau, MO 63703.

Thank You 2020 Corporate Investors!

Wood & Huston Bank BioKyowa

Southeast Health Commerce Bank

Ongoing Volunteer
Opportunities

If you would like updates on immediate volunteer
opportunities as we learn of them, email Community

Relations Manager, Raechel Reinitz!

https://www.unitedwayofsemo.org/volunteer/
mailto:raechel.reinitz@unitedwayofsemo.org




Apple Project
Emergency Student Funds at many public schools

Jackson Senior Center
Little Whitewater Baptist Church Food Pantry

Scott City Ministerial Alliance
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Visit our website

https://www.facebook.com/unitedwayofsemo
https://twitter.com/UW_SEMO
https://www.instagram.com/uw_semo/
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